CHURCH NEWS
Chapel News
1.

Service Statistics: Attendance and Offerings Collected last Sunday (06/11/2022)
Adults (16 & over): 54 Children (under 16): 42 Communicants: 76 Offerings: $10,510.00

2.

Cycle of Prayer of the Province of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui
Prayer Period:
13/11/2022/19/11/2022
Province/Diocese/Missionary Area/Parish/Mission Church:
St. Peter’s Church Castle Peak
Prayer Items:
● For the clergy and parishioners of St. Peter’s Church Castle Peak;
● For the development of their youth zone, family zone, elderly zone and all missionary points, esp.
the 3-year plan;
● For their ministries in secondary schools, primary schools and kindergartens;
● For their parishioners, may God help their spiritual growth and enrich their commitments in
mission.

3. Resumption of Public Services
The House of Bishops has announced the arrangements for the resumption of public worship
services and group activities in Hong Kong. Please especially note the following requirements as laid
out by the Church, the School and the Government:
1. All staff and attendees of a church should comply with theVaccine Pass requirements.
2. Churches should have arrangements in place to fulfil the duties imposed on them by the Vaccine
Pass Direction; in particular, churches have the responsibility to check an attendee’s Covid-19
vaccination record or medical exemption certificate.
3. The number of worshippers in a church should be limited to 50% of the number of persons that
may normally be accommodated. Should the need arise, a church may organize extra service(s),
and/or make use of its parish hall or an activity room of a bigger size to live stream the service
taking place in the church, and arrange for the Body of Christ to be distributed in the same place by
the clergy during Communion. In addition, webcast of the service can be provided to allow those
who cannot be present at church to participate in the service and to receive Spiritual Communion.
4. Not more than 4 attendees should sit together, and attendees should maintain appropriate
physical distancing.
5. Existing infection prevention practices should continue to be followed. For more guidance, the
document Health Advice on Prevention of COVID-19 for Religious Assembly (Interim), issued by
the Centre for Health Protection, can be consulted.
DBS will have tight measures to screen out people, including Chapel worshippers, from
entering the main gate (Argyle Street entrance). Only those who meet the following requirements
will gain entry:
a. double vaccinated, with a valid vaccination QR code, and
b. on the “frequent worshipper list” (registered via WhatsApp Group).
When entering the school campus, frequent worshippers must comply with the “Vaccine
Pass” requirements - register at the main gate Guard Post on Leave-Home-Safe App and have
the COVID-19 vaccination QR code photographed:
a.
Driving:
i.
Those who have registered their cars with DBS:
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b.

1. Drive slowly through DBS main gate (Argyle Street) for the guard to verify
your registration plate number;
2. Register with Leave-Home-Safe App at the Chapel and vaccination QR Code
photographed at the Chapel door;
ii.
Those whose car plate number is not registered will have to register at the main
gate guard post every Sunday.
On foot or by taxi:
i.
Register at DBS main gate guard post with Leave-Home-Safe App and have the
vaccination QR Code photographed.

Live-streaming of our services (10:30 am) will continue to be available on our Facebook Page
(https://www.facebook.com/DBSchaplaincy/) - please take part in the service together on either
Facebook App (smartphone/ tablet) or browser of your computer. The Order of Service (which
includes
the
liturgy
and
readings)
can
be
downloaded
here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/135vgAAYUe8kELS7SLw6D6UU5VxgVK569/view?usp=shari
4. Visually inspect the Vaccine Pass QR codes of all visitors shown on the LeaveHomeSafe mobile App
The HKSAR Government announced on 8 August that starting from 9 August, the Vaccine Pass
would incorporate the feature of the Red Code and Amber Code to identify those persons with a higher
risk of infection. Yesterday, the Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs wrote to the Colloquium of Six
Religious Leaders of Hong Kong to explain how the new feature affects the religious premises. A copy
of the said letter is enclosed.
In essence, starting from 9 August, all Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui churches in Hong Kong will be
required to visually inspect the Vaccine Pass QR codes of all visitors shown on the LeaveHomeSafe
mobile application (if applicable), to ensure that no visitors are under the categories of Red Code and
Amber Code.
Persons with a Red Code are confirmed cases, including persons under home isolation and persons
in community isolation facilities. In no circumstances can they be admitted to a religious premises.
Persons with an Amber Code are inbound persons from overseas places or Taiwan. They cannot be
admitted to a religious premises, unless one is a staff member of the relevant religious premises.
To facilitate the new arrangement, the HKSAR Government requires scheduled premises, which
include our churches, to do the following:
1. by 12 August, update the QR Code Verification Scanner mobile application to version 4.4.0
or above as soon as possible; and
2. by 23 August, ensure that the relevant mobile devices are connected to the internet during
the operating hours of the premises.
5. Revising the existing Vaccine Pass arrangements in two phases
The HKSAR Government has revised the existing Vaccine Pass arrangements in two phases.
These new arrangements will affect those aged 5 to 11, and those 12 or above.
*Persons aged 5 to 11*
*Effective from 30 September 2022*, persons aged 5 to 11 need to fulfil the vaccination requirements of
the Vaccine Pass by having received: either the second dose of vaccine, or the first dose of vaccine in
the past three months from the day of entering a church.
*Effective from 30 November 2022*, persons aged 5 to 11 should have received the second dose of
vaccine in order to comply with vaccination requirements of the Vaccine Pass.
A person aged 5 to 11 need not produce their Vaccine Pass QR code on their own
smartphone. A paper record printed with the QR code or a photo of the QR code saved on a
mobile phone may be used instead. A parent may also show a child’s QR code together with one’s
own using the eHealth or LeaveHomeSafe mobile application.
*Persons aged 12 or above*
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*Effective from 30 September 2022*, persons aged 12 or above need to fulfil the vaccination
requirements of the Vaccine Pass by having received either: the third dose of vaccine, or the second
dose of vaccine in the past five months (rather than six months) from the day of entering a church.
*Effective from 30 November 2022*, persons aged 12 or above should have received the third dose of
vaccine in order to comply with vaccination requirements of the Vaccine Pass.
6. Sunday School
All children attending the Sunday School must be aged 3 or above, well toilet-trained AND with
their parents/guardians attending the Sunday Service at the Chapel simultaneously. Children should sit
with their parents in the Chapel before the service begins at 10:30a.m. and the Sunday School teachers
will pick up the children after the first hymn. (Please refer to section 12 below for this Sunday’s
arrangement due to Remembrance and DBS Garden Fête.)
All children are required to do the RAT before coming to the class - parents are not required to
submit the results to us but should keep the record yourselves for at least one week. Please refer to the
guidelines for the details. For more information, please refer to the announcement made through our
WhatsApp and email messages, or talk to any of our Sunday School teachers.
7. Annual Fundraising Fun Fair at Holy Trinity Cathedral
The Holy Trinity Cathedral together with the four Holy Trinity schools are having the annual
fund-raising fun fair from 11th to 13th November this year. The money received will be used for
improving the assembly hall's audio-visual equipment and for scholarships to needy students. We are
appealing for any kind of merchandise for sale during the fun fair. Please contact Juanna Yin if you can
support.
8. Notice of the Electoral Roll for the Vestry Election of the Holy Trinity Cathedral
St. Augustine’s Chapel (“Chapel”) is a daughter church of the Holy Trinity Cathedral (“Cathedral”)
and, therefore, eligible congregation members (“registered parishioners”) of the Chapel will participate
in the Cathedral Vestry Election (座堂牧區議會選舉).
All registered parishioners are reminded to come back to the Chapel or the Cathedral and vote on
Sunday 20th November 2022. Details of the election (in Chinese) can be found in the “Cathedral News”
session below or refer to the announcement on the Cathedral’s website::
http://dek.hkskh.org/holytrinity/article.aspx?id=4138&lang=2.
9. Servers Team - Recruitment
We are now recruiting servers. Also sometimes known as the “acolyte”, an altar server is a lay
assistant to a member of the clergy during the Eucharist and other services. An altar server attends to
supporting tasks at the altar such as fetching and carrying, thurifying, ringing the altar bell, helping bring
up the gifts, brings up the book, among other things.
While the function of the altar server is sometimes associated with children, it is also carried out by
people of any age or gender. For those who are baptised or even confirmed and aged 10 or above, if you
want to join this sacred job around the altar, please contact Lauren Fong or Kelvin Lau.
10. Chapel Choir - Recruitment
The Chapel Choir always welcomes new members who love singing with commitment to serving
God. We practice regularly on Sunday at 9am before joining the 10:30am service. Interested individuals
are welcome to contact our Choir-mistress Ms Shirley Yeung on 90243593 or shirleyskfu@gmail.com.
11. New HSBC Bank Account
Our Chapel has opened an additional bank account for receiving offerings and donations. The account
number is 004-149-278178-001, under HSBC.
12. Upcoming Special Services / Events
12.1.
Remembrance Sunday and DBS Garden Fête (Sunday 13th November)
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Sunday 13th November is Remembrance Sunday as well as DBS Garden Fête.
Service will start at 11:00 a.m. instead. This will be one of the most important
services of the year for St. Augustine's. As we are anticipating full-house in the
Chapel, you are advised to come by 10:30a.m. for securing a seat. For those who
are on duty, please be ready by 10:45a.m.. We also request our congregation
members to refrain from driving to DBS as NO parking space will be available.
Sunday School will start promptly at 11:00 instead of after the Processional
Hymn. Parents should bring their children directly to the classroom on 2/F
before the service starts - the classroom will open at 10:45a.m..
12.2.

St Augustine’s Mothers’ Fellowship
The first two fellowship meetings were successfully held recently. It has been
decided that the regular meetings will be held every 2nd Thursday of the month at
21:00, either face-to-face or via ZOOM. All mothers of our congregation are very
much welcome to join. Those who are interested should contact Cn Eric Chong
or Shirley Yeung, the convenor.

12.3.

Baptism and Confirmation 2023
The next Baptism is expected to be held at St. Augustine’s Chapel on Sunday
28th May, 2023 (Day of Pentecost/ Whitsun), while Confirmation will be held
on Sunday 27th August, 2023 (Patronal Festival - Feast of St. Augustine of
Hippo). The catechism course, which will be held every Thursday at 9pm via
ZOOM, has begun on 6th October, 2022. For enquiries and/or enrollment,
please contact The Revd. Cn. Eric Chong directly by WhatsApp at 62060382.
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Cathedral
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Provincial / Diocesan News
1. Echo - the HKSKH News Paper (Online version)
http://echo.hkskh.org/ (Chinese)

http://echo.hkskh.org/index.aspx?lang=1 (English)

2. Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui NOTICE OF THE HOUSE OF BISHOPS

14th Apr, 2022

Resumption of public worship services and group activities in Hong Kong
The HKSAR Government has announced that the relaxation of Covid-related social distancing
measures is to take from 21 April 2022. In this connection, the House of Bishops has announced the
following arrangements for the churches situate in Hong Kong:
1. All public worship services (including weekday, Saturday, and Sunday services), wedding services,
and group activities are to be resumed effective from 21 April 2022.
2. All staff and attendees of a church should comply with the Vaccine Pass requirements.
3. Churches should have arrangements in place to fulfill the duties imposed on them by the Vaccine
Pass Direction; in particular, churches have the responsibility to check an attendee’s Covid-19 vaccination
record or medical exemption certificate.
4. The number of worshippers in a church should be limited to 50% of the number of persons that
may normally be accommodated. Should the need arise, a church may organize extra service(s), and/or
make use of its parish hall or an activity room of a bigger size to live stream the service taking place in the
church, and arrange for the Body of Christ to be distributed in the same place by the clergy during
Communion. In addition, webcast of the service can be provided to allow those who cannot be present at
church to participate in the service and to receive Spiritual Communion.
5. Not more than 4 attendees should sit together, and attendees should maintain appropriate physical
distancing.
6. Existing infection prevention practices should continue to be followed. For more guidance, the
document Health Advice on Prevention of COVID-19 for Religious Assembly (Interim), issued by the
Centre for Health Protection, can be consulted.
Please pay close attention to the issuance of other notices by the House of Bishops or the Provincial
Office as situation unfolds.
3. Use of liturgical books and hymnals resumed
The Provincial Office has announced that if there is a legitimate reason, then with effect from 19 May
2022, a church is allowed to resume using liturgical books and hymnals during a worship service according
to the following directions:
1. Liturgical books and hymnals should be placed at the entrance for the congregants’ collection or
distributed by the sidesmen, who should disinfect their hands both before and after discharging duties.
2. During a service, a congregant must not share or exchange one’s liturgical book and hymnal with
another congregant.
3. When a service has ended, congregants are to put the liturgical books and hymnals they have used in a
place specifically set aside for the church’s personnel to collect and disinfect them.
4. To assist the preventive measures taken by a church, congregants are welcomed to bring and use their
own liturgical books and hymnals in a worship service.
4. The Daily Word
“Nothing can separate us from God’s love! Through the Word of God, we can connect with each
other in spirit.” —— Archbishop Andrew Chan
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At the beginning of Lent in 2021, our Provincial clergy will prepare a programme called “The Daily
Word” for all brothers and sisters in the early morning every day. The programme will include spiritual
reading and pastoral sharing, accompanied by meditative paintings and contemplative music. So that we
can keep six or seven minutes of silence each day, from Monday to Saturday, whereupon we can encounter
God, receive nourishment through the Word of God which will strengthen us so that we may rise up to
meet the challenge of our daily life. “Looking forward to partaking in our spiritual sharing online.”
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv0QNAlJ5a8a0o4Plgxn_0w
5.

6.

7. Mrs Lily Pong Scholarship for Church Organists - Open for Application (2023-24)
‘The Mrs Lily Pong Scholarship for Church Organists’ for admission in September 2023 is now
open for application. Sponsored by St Paul’s Church and the family of the late Mrs Lily Pong, the
scholarship aims at providing subsidy to existing and potential church organists in HKSKH to be better
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equipped with organ playing techniques and church service playing skills. The scholarship will provide a
scheme for one-on-one tuition with a qualified professional organ instructor in Hong Kong over a
period of up to three (3) years, depending on the ability of the participants. The participants must
commit to finish the scheme and serve as organist at his/her parish/mission church for at least two (2)
years after completing the scheme.
Interested candidates please download the information pack of the scheme and application form
from the Provincial website (www.hkskh.org). Deadline for application is 7th November 2022
(Monday).
8.

9. HKSKH Ming Hua Theological College
The Twentieth Graduation Ceremony and Choral Evensong
The 20th Graduation Ceremony and Choral Evensong of HKSKH Ming Hua Theological College will be
held at 4 pm on 26 November 2022 (Saturday) in St. Paul’s Church. The Most Revd Andrew Chan, Chair of
the College Council, will preside and present certificates and prizes to the graduates. The Rt. Revd Matthias
Der will address the graduates.
For enquires: (852) 2521 7708 / enquiry@minghua.edu.hk

***************
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